McKinney-Vento Education

for Homeless Children and Youth Program

What is McKinney-Vento?

The McKinney-Vento National Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431) is a federal law that ensures im-
mediate enrollment and educational stability for displaced children and youth. McKinney-Vento provides
federal funding to states for the purpose of supporting district programs that serve displaced students. Un-
der this program, State educational agencies (SEAs) must ensure that each homeless child and youth has
equal access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool education, as other
children and youth. McKinney-Vento (MKV) eligible children and youth should have access to the educa-
tional and other services that they need to enable them to meet the same challenging State student academic
achievement standards to which all students are held. In addition, displaced students may not be separated

from the mainstream school environment.

Eligibility Requirements
The McKinney-Vento Act defines homeless children
as “individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence.”
Children and youth living in motels, hotels, trailer
parks, or campgrounds due to lack of alternative
accommodations or not in the care of a parent
(unaccompanied youth) are eligible. A child or youth
is also considered homeless if he or she is residing at a
hospital or living in an emergency shelter awaiting foster
care placement.
Doubling up or sharing the housing of others also
classifies students as homeless. Homeless migrant
children who meet the eligibility criteria as defined
above are also eligible for McKinney-Vento services.

Tuition and Transportation Services

The student’s original district of residence is required to
pay tuition to the district which educates the displaced
child for a period of one year. After one year, if the
family remains at the same location, that district of
domicile must assume fiscal responsibility.

It a student is residing in a domestic violence shelter
after one year, the New Jersey Department of Education
assumes fiscal responsibility.

Districts may request tuition reimbursement from the
NJDOE for students from out-of-state, out-of-country,
or if the district of residence cannot be determined.

If the student’s temporary residence and the school of
residence are in the same local education agency, then
that LEA must provide transportation. For students
attending school outside of their district of residence,
or when a district of residence cannot be determined,
please refer to Section 6A:27-6.2 for determining
responsibility for provision of transportation services.
information, if necessary.

Enrollment Requirements
The term “enroll” is defined by the McKinney-Vento
Act as “attending classes and participating fully in
school activities™ [42 US.C.§ 11434(a)(1)]. School
districts must enroll McKinney-Vento eligible students
immediately and notify the last school of attendance
within 24 hours, even if they do not have documents
normally required for enrollment, such as previous
school records, medical orimmunization records, proof
of residency, birth certificate, proof of guardianship,
or other documents. Local education agencies must
develop, review, and revise their policies to remove
barriers to the school enrollment and retention of
children and youth in homeless situations.
Displaced students should be enrolled in any
program operated by the school that is appropriate
for the students needs, such as the school meals
program, services through Title I, Part A, and school
transportation.
Due to the recognition of unaccompanied youth by the
McKinney-Vento Act, it is important to note the absence
of a parent or guardian is not sufficient reason to delay
or deny enrollment. Unaccompanied MKV- eligible
youth must be placed into the classes that seem most
appropriate at the time of enrollment, with adjustments
made later based on new information, if necessary.

Where Can a Homeless Student Attend School?
McKinney-Vento eligible students can receive an
education in either the district in which they are
currently living or in their district of residence. The
district of residence is the school district where the
student last had permanent housing before becoming
displaced. Where a child attends school is a decision
reached between the student’s parent/guardian and the
school district(s).

For further information, contact Ms. Diahann DeRuggiero, Region 1 Director,
McKinney-Vento Homeless Children and Youth Program, at diader@bergen.org/201-343-6000 Ext. 6588
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McKinney-Vento

Serving Students In Transition

¢ Qué es McKinney-Vento?
El Acta Nacional McKinney-Vento de Asistencia para Desplazados (42 USC.11431 Jesuna ley federal que asegura inscripcion inmediata
y educacionestable para nifios y jovenes desplazados. McKinney-Vento provee fondos federles a los estados conel proposito de apoyar
a programas distritales quesirven a estudiantes desplazados. Bajo el programa, Agencias de Educacion Estatal (siglas en inglés SEAs)
deben asegurar que cadanifio y joven desplazado tenga acceso equitativo a la misma gratis, apropiada educacion publica, incluyendo
educacion preescolar, como otros nifios y jovenes. Los nifios y jovenes elegibles para McKinney -Vento (MKV) deben teneracceso a la
educacion y otros servicios que necesiten para permitirles cumplir con los mismos estandares estatales exigentes para el rendimiento
académico que todos los estudiantes deben cumplir. Ademas, los estudiantes desplazados no deben ser separados delambienteescolar

convencional.
Requerimientos para Elegibilidad

El Acta McKinney-Vento define nifios desplazados como
“individuos que carecen de residencia noctuma fija,
regular, adecuada.” Nifios y jovenes viviendo en moteles,
hoteles, coche de remolque, terreno de campamento por
falta alternativa de acomodacioén o no al cuidado de padres
(joven no acompaiiado) son elegibles. Un nifio o joven es
también considerado desplazado si él o ella reside en un
hospitalo vive en una casa de refugio esperando serpuesto
al cuidado de un orfanato. Duplicado en un hogar o
compartiendo vivienda con otros, clasifica a los estudiantes
como desplazados. Niios migrantes desplazados que
llenan las cualificaciones de elegibilidad como fue definida
anteriormente también son elegibles para los servicios de
McKinney-Vento.

Matriculacion y Servicios de Transporte

El distrito de residencia original del estudiante es requerido
de pagar matricula al distrito escolar que educard al
estudiante desplazado porel periodo de un afio. Después de
un afio, si la familia continua en el mismo distrito, este
distrito de domicilio tendrd que asumir responsabilidad
fiscal. Si un estudiante reside en un refugio de violencia
domeéstica por més de un afio, el Departamento de
Educacion del estado de Nueva Jersey
responsabilidad fiscal. Los distritos escolares pueden
requerir reembolso de matricula

asumia

Requerimientos para Matricularse
El término “inscripcion” se define por la Acta McKinney-
Vento como “atenderclasesy participarcompletamente en
las actividadesescolares™ (42 U.S.C. 11434 (a) (1)).

Los distritos escolares deben inscribir a los estudiantes
elegible de McKinney-Vento inmediatamente y notificara
la Gltima escuela atendida entre las primeras 24 horas,
aunque no tengan los documentos normalmente requeridos
para inscribirse, tal como récords escolares anteriores,
récords médicos o récords de vacuna, prueba de residencia,
certificado de nacimientos, prueba de tutela u otros
documentos. Agencias de Educacién Local deben
desarrollar y revisar las polizas para eliminar las barrerasa
la inscripcién y retencion escolar de nifios y jovenes en
situaciones de personassin hogar.

Los estudiantes desplazados deben ser matriculados en
cualquier programa operado por la escuela que sea
apropiado para lasnecesidades de los estudiantes, tal como
programas alimentarios, servicios a través de Titulo I, Parte
A, y transporte escolar.

Debido a la identificacion de jovenesno-acompaiiados por
el Acta de McKinney-Vento, es muy importante notar que
la ausencia de padres o guardianes no es suficiente razon
de retrasar o detener la matriculacién. Jévenes no-
acompainados elegibles al programa McKinney-Vento
deben ser puestos en aulas apropiadas al momento de
matricularse, con ajustes hechos después basado en
informacidén nueva, como vean necesaria.

;Dénde Puede un Estudiante Desplazado ir a la

Escuela?
Los estudiantes elegibles al programa McKinney-Vento
pueden recibir educacién en el distrito escolar en el que
vive actualmente o su distrito de residencia. El distrito de
residencia es el distrito escolar donde el estudiante vivio
permanentemente antes de venir a ser desplazado. Donde
el estudiante atienda a la escuela es una decisién hecha
entre los padres/guardianes del estudiante y el distrito
escolar.

Para mas informacién, contactar a Sra. Diahann DeRuggiero, Directora Regional I,
Programa McKinney-Vento para Nifios y Jovenes Desplazados, diader@bergen.org/201 -343-600 Ext.6588



