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Although I am still spending time familiarizing myself with the
curriculum, I have noticed some components that have been
beneficial to my instruction and student learning. One of the
components is the many reading support suggestions that are
available in the Teacher’s Guide that help support/challenge and
meet students’ needs throughout the lessons while still engaging
them in complex texts. Additionally, another curriculum benefit is
the exposure to various topics such as the arts, history, science,
literature, and culture that assist in grasping interest while
developing their knowledge and applying reading skills. To my
surprise, my students were extremely interested in learning about
the feudal system, lords, knights, and serfs during the Middle Ages
unit which kept them absorbed in their learning. Seeing them take
that newly acquired knowledge and making connections to the
world they live in today was impressive! I am really excited to see
the outcome of this spiraling curriculum as the years go by and
students come to my class with background knowledge obtained
in earlier grades. 
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I am very impressed with my students' progress
with the Skills component of Amplify CKLA.  The
activities and routines are extremely engaging
and interactive.  The consistency of the routines
and multisensory aspects embedded  in the
program promote student confidence and
anchors learning.  I believe this program gives
students the foundational skills needed to build
strong readers and lifelong learners!
The C & I team has been very supportive with
the implementation of the new curriculum. The
continuous professional development that is
being provided has been very helpful in
understanding the curriculum as well as
implementation. I find the GLMs valuable as we
closely analyze the upcoming lessons and also
have the opportunity to ask questions for
clarification.

Amisha Desai, School #15, Kindergarten

Amplify CKLA is a captivating, knowledge-based approach to
reading comprehension.  The intentional approach invites

students to dig deeper and make connections across content
areas, while building a robust knowledge base for accessing and

unpacking complex texts so real comprehension can happen.

I have found the embedded differentiation has allowed everyone to work toward the
same product while providing beneficial aids during the writing process. Students no
longer have to worry about how to organize text or how to start a response to a query. My
students have been responsive and motivated to read about different topics, and the
read-aloud option with embedded vocabulary support has helped greatly in
comprehension. The stamina of my classes has increased in both reading and writing as
they have progressed through the program. The "Talk About a Topic" and "Talk About a
Text" sentence stems have given all students a means to contribute to discourse and
promoted an air of accountability while promoting inclusivity for ELL learners as well as
students with disabilities.
My coaches and supervisor have been super responsive and their guidance has been
wonderful.  Of particular help are the GLM meetings in which we unpack units.  I have been
made aware of aspects of the curriculum and assessments and can drive my lessons
accordingly.  I know that if I ask a question or need help, guidance is simply an email
away.

Mary Churchill, School #8, Grade 6

My students enjoy Amplify and have
appreciated the digital component. It has
helped them make meaningful connections
to lesson content.  As an educator, I find
Amplify especially beneficial for its simplicity
and ease of use. It helps us collectively as a
grade level team to internalize concepts,
both former and current, together. My
building coach has provided feedback,
printed materials for us, and made herself
available with constant open lines of
communication. This guidance was
essential especially during a year when a
new curriculum was introduced. Beginning a
new curriculum will always present
challenges, but the way you navigate
through them, and having the appropriate
support system to guide you along the way,
makes all the difference.

Vicki Moleson, School #25, Grade 1

The most beneficial components in Caminos are
relatable decodable texts that include children
around the world making a difference, facing
real-world problems, and solving their problems
with family and friends. The skill of the day is
emphasized in bolded letters, which students are
eager to connect with an “ohh, we just learned
that!” Each lesson has its pre-determined
activities, and each teacher has the autonomy to
implement the lessons with TPR, visuals, and
connections. 
The curriculum team has been supportive in our
learning process with PD opportunities, GLM’s,
School-wide independent Planning Time periods,
office hours with department coaches &
supervisors, and flexibilities/ accommodations to
the second grade SLA pacing as we’re learning
this new curriculum.  

Jennie Lliguicota, School #25, Grade 2 
Dual Language (Spanish)

Grades K-2: Amplify CKLA Skills & Knowledge Grades K-2: Amplify Caminos
Lectoescritura y Conocimiento 

Amplify Caminos cultivates biliteracy pathways
to inspire and engage students to become

confident readers, writers, and thinkers.

Gladys Paramo,
School #11, Grade 4

Students in Ms.
Paramo's class engage
in a culminating activity
after completing a unit
on the Middle Ages. 

Amplify raises the bar for students and for teachers, then furnishes us with the
quality materials necessary for attempting that elevated mark. Students'
authentic work has improved. I see my students scoring higher on
increasingly challenging prompts and texts than they were at the beginning
of the year. I see my students examining readings, producing, and presenting
in increasingly student-driven and complex manners. But as a teacher, I am
most excited to see my students put their minds to the rigorous materials and
engage throughout each Amplify lesson, working as and building a close-knit
and academically-minded community in the classroom.

My building administrators have made the effort to become very familiar with
me, my students, and our curriculum, so that they can furnish the most
effective feedback, engage in tailored conversations, and offer structural
support. My coach's efforts to collaborate help me to take risks and solidify my
understandings. Based on her model during coach-led GLMs, my grade-level
team now fills Common Planning time with curricular discourse, bringing our
understandings -- and us -- closer together. "Us" is key; whether it be
amongst grade-level peers or across vertical hierarchy, this strengthening of
our academic community has given me the framework necessary to
implement our new curriculum with more facility and faculty than otherwise
possible.

Kerry Dyke, School #22, Grade 6

After reading Boy by R. Dahl,
sixth grade students wrote an
essay to argue their stance as

to whom Dahl describes as
causing more trouble: the boys

or the adults? Evidence from
the text was included to support

their response. 

After learning about the 
Ancient Roman Civilization, Ms. Wis, Mrs. Sullivan,
and Mr. Oeckel's classes at School #11 performed
a dramatic reading of "Androcles and the Lion."

AmplifyELA is a blended curriculum where students learn to tackle
any complex text and make observations, grapple with interesting
ideas, and find relevance for themselves.



Our schools have children who possess amazing potential. Our student
population is more diverse than ever before, which calls on teachers to
deliver rigorous lessons that motivate and empower them. Purchasing
the new curricula showcased in this newsletter has provided teachers
with high-quality instructional materials. Our current shift is to help
teachers focus their time, energy, and creativity on meeting the diverse
needs of our students and help them learn, grow, and flourish. While
our curricula provide the foundation for supporting children's learning
and development, it must be effectively implemented by educators who
understand how to use it responsively, intentionally, and with fidelity.
As a result, the Curriculum and Instruction (C&I) team has focused on
the support of teachers' and leaders' knowledge of content and
pedagogy, consistent communication and messaging to all stakeholder
groups, as well as, focusing on our connection to other parts of the
district's academic plan. C&I has developed a system of training and
professional development sessions that supports educators and
leaders in their efforts to effectively implement curriculum. 

Thank you to all who recognize the potential within our 
children, invest in their development, and are committed 
to their future.
                                   Mrs.. Lisa C. Rowbotham 

Amplify Science blends
hands-on investigations,
literacy-rich activities,
and interactive digital
tools to empower
students to think, read,
write, and argue like real
scientists and engineers.

A Word from the DIrector of Elementary andA Word from the DIrector of Elementary and
Secondary Education...Secondary Education...

Department Office HoursDepartment Office Hours

The Amplify Science program has been a great experience this
year! My students love the hands-on investigations and the
simulations offered through the program. They look forward to
coming to class to see what exciting things they will learn
about each day. It has been a joy watching students interact
with one another and discuss their ideas as they consider
solutions to real-world challenges. I find that my students are
starting to take more ownership of their learning and are
gaining overall confidence in their ability to express their
understanding of science concepts. I look forward to seeing
my students continue their progress throughout the year as we
explore and implement the amazing features of this program!

Our administrators and supervisor have offered guidance,
suggestions, opportunities to learn, and most importantly -
their understanding.  They have made it clear that we are all
learning this together and are there to help us all succeed!

Toral Naik, School #23, Grades 7 & 8

Teaching with Amplify has been
great. The ability to seamlessly
translate to Spanish has been a
game changer. I have never
been able to reach as many ELL
students as I have this year.
Having the ability to translate
everything in a way every
student can understand has
been beyond helpful! All my
students love the activities
within Amplify as well! The
simulations, modeling tools and
hands-on investigations have
been engaging, and keep the
students excited to be coming
to class.

Tyler Allen, School #11, Grades 7 & 8

Amplify Science (Grades 6-8)

Illustrative Mathematics has proven to be a great curriculum in regard
to the standards. The continuity and cohesiveness of how the units are
orchestrated sets a foundation for students to achieve third grade
standard via conceptual understanding. For example, Unit 1 begins
with data sets which are connected to multiplication throughout the
unity by exposing students to the understanding of equal groups. In
addition, the curriculum promotes a healthy mathematics community
in the classroom through its promotion of collaboration and
discussion for young mathematicians.

I believe the math department (in particular the math coaches) have
done an extraordinary job providing professional development
opportunities to get familiar with the curriculum and the goals for
each unit and lesson. Additionally, I find value in the professional
development sessions that include 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade teachers
because we are able to discuss pedagogy of mathematics in sense of
what students learn in the lower grades and how they should apply
what they learned to the math that they acquire in higher grades.

Iesha Griggs, PGTA, Grade 3

Illustrative Math 
(Grades 3-5)

Iesha Griggs engages in
mathematical discourse

with students as they
collaborate to solve a

problem.

Carnegie Math (Grades 6-12)

Division of Special Education
Jill Totka - Instructional Chairperson
Office Hours: Fridays 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-sped 

Lauren Ralicki - Instructional Chairperson
Office Hours: Fridays 1:00PM - 4:00PM
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-sped2

Division of Bilingual/ESL
Karolin Fernandez - Bilingual/ESL & World
Language Supervisor, K-5
Office Hours: Thursdays 3:00PM - 4:00PM
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-kfernandez

Madelyn Kahrar - Bilingual/Language Acquisition
Instructional Chairperson, K-2 & Grade 3 Dual Language
Office Hours: Wednesdays 3:00PM - 4:00PM
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-MKahrar

Jennifer Rodriguez - Language Acquisition
Instructional Chairperson, 3-8
Office Hours: Fridays 3:00PM - 4:00PM
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-jrodriguez

Soany Cummings - Bilingual/ESL & World
Language Supervisor, 6-12
Office Hours: Mondays 3:00PM - 4:00PM
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-scummings

Division of Elementary & Secondary Education
Karen Feldkamp - Supervisor of English & Lang. Arts, K-5 
Office Hours: Various Available 
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-kfeldkamp 

Denise Martinez - Supervisor of English & Lang. Arts, 6-12 
Office Hours: Various Available 
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-dmartinez 

Meredith Kafah - Supervisor of Math, K-5 
Office Hours: Various Available 
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-mkafah

Ali Alavi - Supervisor of Math, 6-12 
Office Hours: Fridays 3:00PM - 4:00PM 
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-aalavi 

Rosemary Cortez - Supervisor, Science 6-12
Office Hours: Various Available
Meeting Link: https://bit.ly/pps-rcortez

ELA, Math, and Language Acquisition Teacher Coach
support available upon request.

Additional support is also being provided by CLI, Math
Solutions, and Science Solutions.

Carnegie Math provides a
blended learning solution
that helps students
engage, develop, and
demonstrate what they’re
learning in a deeper, more
conceptual way.

Illustrative Math  is a
problem-based core
curriculum designed to
give all students equity
and access to grade-
level mathematics —
ensuring each student is
an active participant in
their learning. 

In our first year using Carnegie Learning, my 6th grade students are showing
accountablity for their learning through rigorous tasks and self perseverance. The
curriculum has 2 components which require the students to work in the MATHbook as
well with the software called MATHia.  The MATHbook allows the students to do a lot
of the thinking and problem solving on their own while the teacher is facilitating their
learning. I like how it is organized in a Getting Started activity, Activities, Talk the Talk,
and then a homework page.  The MATHbook does not have a lot of pictures or colors
which is less distracting for the students. My students always refer back to the
worked examples to quote and remind them how to solve certain problems.  My
students enjoy debating with each other when there are questions that require them
to decide which problem is correct or wrong with the thumbs up and down symbol.

The MATHia software allows the students to work at their own pace, my students like
that on the left side it provides step-by-step examples on how to solve problems
before moving onto the right side to complete that workspace.  MATHia can tell
where the students are struggling and how to guide them and help them get back
on track.  The students like that they are able to click on hints to help them, but they
also know if they use the hint button too many times it will lower their score and give
them more problems to complete.  Each lesson in the MATHbook also has a lesson
on MATHia so students are being exposed to it in multiple ways and in different ways.  

Danielle Owusu, School, #22, Grade 6

I find the slides very helpful.  I
present those to the students
everyday.  The detailed
solutions in our Teacher Guide
helps me when I am explaining
the material to the students. 
 Many students tell me that
MATHia helps them better
understand the material.

The district supervior and
coaches have been very
helpful, and my coach follows
up on all my questions.  The
teacher collaboration schedule
set up by the district has also
helped me a lot especially now
that I can meet with the other
Geometry teachers.

Brian Lenihan, PASE, 
Grdes 9-12


